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Geography, History, and Politics of the
United States. To which are prefixed
Rules in" Elocution, and Directions for ex-
pressing the Principal Passions of the
Mind." This laboriously emphatic title-
page bears the motto from Mirabeau: " Be-
gin, with the infant in his cradle; let the
first word he lisps be Washington." In
strict accordance with this patriotic senti-
ment, the compiler gives a series of lessons
which would not be inappropriate to any
girl or boy who in infancy had performed
the feat of lisping the easy-going name
which Mirabeau himself probably had some
difficulty in conquering. " In the choice of
pieces," says Webster in his preface, " I
have been attentive to the political inter-
ests of America. I consider it as a capital
fault in all our schools that the books gen-
erally used contain subjects wholly unin-
teresting to our youth; while the writings
that marked the Revolution, which are per-
haps not inferior to the orations of Cicero
and Demosthenes, and which are calculated
to impress interesting truths upon young
minds, lie neglected and forgotten. Several
of tliose masterly addresses of Congress,